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THE DESCENDANTS OF JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 

OP UPLAND. 

BY GEEGOKY B. KEEN. 

(Oontinued from page 112.) 

Fbknch — Finney — Gaedneb — Sandelands. — Maobe — Venables— 
Olaxton — Thomas — Keen — Leech — Cottman. 

52. Elizabeth Ebench,* daughter of Eobert and Mary 
(Sandelands) French, was bom at New Castle on the Dela- 
ware. She married John Finney, son of Robert and Doro- 
thea Finney, who emigrated from Ireland to Pennsylvania, 
and were settled in 1725 in London Grove Township, Chester 
County. Mr. Eobert Finney was a Euling Elder in the Elk 
Eiver Presbyterian Congregation (now known as the Eock 
Church, Maryland), and the first Euling Elder and chief 
founder of the l^ew London Presbyterian Church in Chester 
County.* In 1733 he bought a tract of nine hundred acres of 
land called "Thunder Hill," in IlTew London Township, where 
he passed the rest of bis life.f Mr. John Finney took up his 
abode in New Castle, and in the charter of New Castle City, 
dated May 28, 1724, was constituted by Sir William Keith 
one of the first Assistants and Members of Common Coun- 

* For references to him in these connections see A History of the Rock 
Presbyterian Church in Cecil County, Maryland, by the Rev. J. H. 
Johns (Oxford, Pa., 1872) ; and A Discourse on the Origin and History of 
the Presbyterian Church of New London, in Chester County, Pa. (Phila., 
1845), and Historical Discourse (Oxford, Pa., 1876), both by the Rev. R. 
P. Du Bois. 

t The original patent for this land is still in the possession of a descend- 
ant of the grantee, the Rev. Spencer L. Finney, of Rye, N. Y. Mr. Du 
Bois has courteously supplied me with the following inscriptions, copied from 
tombstones in the family graveyard in a grove on Thunder Hill : " Interred 
the Body of Robert Finney. Died March A. D. 1755, Being the eighty 7 
year of his age." " Interred the Body of Dorothea Finney. Died May 
A.D. 1752, Being the eighty 2 year of her age." 
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cil.* In 1725 he is described as "Chirurgeon," and in 1738 as 
"Practitioner in Physick." He followed his profession with 
success for fifty years, and became the wealthiest owner of real 
estate in the vicinity, possessing half a dozen of the principal 
houses in the town of New Castle, and about thirty tracts of 
land, comprising several thousand acres, in New Castle, St. 
George's and Appoquinimiuk Hundreds, in New Castle 
County. In 1751 and 1761 he also purchased land in London- 
derry Township, Chester County, Pa. In 1738 he was ap- 
pointed a Justice of the Peace for the County of New Castle, 
and served as a Judge of the Orphans' Court for many years. 
In 1739 he was named Collector of duties imposed on " con- 
victs, and poor and impotent persons, imported" within the 
limits of New Castle County.f During July, 1747, a French or 
Spanish privateer, by cruising for some time between the 
Capes, and plundering two plantations four miles above Bom- 
bay Hook, affrighted the inhabitants of New Castle, and Doc- 
tor Finney, with Mr. Jehu Curtis, a fellow-magistrate, " arm* 
ing what men they could on the occasion," made ready to 
defend their town against the enemy. The foreign vessel did 
not return, but capturing " a valuable ship in the bay, bound 
to Philadelphia from Antigua," sailed out to sea.^ After the 
calamitous defeat of General Braddock a party of French 
and Indians destroyed some of the settlements near the river 
Susquehanna, killing a number of persons and taking others 
prisoners, and, crossing the Allegheny Mountains, threatened 
residents of the eastern part of Pennsylvania. To be pre- 
pared for so serious an emergency, Governor Morris issued 

* A copy of the charter is contained in the volume of Penn MSS. already 
referred to. Other officers of the " City" mentioned in this genealogy are : 
Col. John French, Mayor, and Clerk of the Market ; David French, Re- 
corder ; Robert Gordon, Chamberlain or Treasurer and one of the Aldermen ; 
and James Sykes, an Assistant. 

t Laws of Delaware, vol. i. chap. 66, a. 13 Geo. II. 

% For despatches on the subject, addressed by Judges Curtis and Finney 
to Anthony Palmer, President of the Provincial Council, see Pennsylvania 
Archives, vol. i. p. 759, and Minutes of iJie Provincial Council, vol. v. p. 
89. Consult also the subsequent proceedings of Council and Assembly. 
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commissions for officers of companies of militia to be re- 
cruited iu the Province, and Doctor Finney was appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Upper fiegiment of New Castle 
County. In 1758 Colonel Finney also acted as Commissioner 
of the Lower Counties in equipping three companies of sol- 
diers required by Governor Denny to engage in a fresh 
campaign against their old enemy.* During the following 
year, with Vincent Lockerman and David Hall, he was 
named, by General Assembly, Trustee of £1200 raised "for 
the King's use," which were appropriated agreeably to their 
instructions.f And on the 7th of May, in company with 
George Monro, Caesar Rodney, Joseph Caldwell, David Hall, 
and Jacob Kollock, Junior, he was appointed a Commissioner 
to dispose of a sum of £7000, provided by Act of Assembly, 
in " levying, clothing, and paying one hundred and eighty 
men, to be employed in conjunction with a body of His Ma- 
jesty's British troops, and the forces of the colonies to the 
southward of New Jersey," in offensive operations against 
their adversaries.:]; Under the same Act he was also nomi- 
nated, with "William Till§ and George Monro, a " Trustee 

* For a letter on the subject from Colonel Finney to Governor Denny see 
Pennsylvania Archives, vol. iii. p. 401. The names of the officers of the 
companies are given in Pennsylvania Archives, Second Series, vol. ii. pp. 
579-80. 

t Laws of Delaware, vol. i. chap. 161, a. The first-named gentleman, 
associated with Doctor Finney in this trust, was a member of a well-known 
Kent County family elsewhere mentioned in this genealogy; while Mr. Hall 
was a Justice of the Peace for Sussex County, and afterwards Judge of the 
Supreme Court, and Speaker of the Assembly, of the Lower Counties on 
Delaware, and in 1779 was constituted Trustee of the General Loan Office 
for the County of Sussex. 

% Ibid., chap. 162, a. George Monro was for several years Sheriff of 
New Castle County, and Jacob Kollock, Junior, Sheriff, and Justice of the 
Peace, for Sussex County. The latter was also Lieutenant of the Lewes 
Company of the Sussex County Eegiment of Militia, of which David Hall 
was Captain. Csesar Rodney was a Captain, and Joseph Caldwell a Lieu- 
tenant, in the Kent County Regiment in 1756. 

? A native of England (son of an agent for the estates of the first Earl 
of Yarmouth), who emigrated to America, and settled on the Delaware ; 
in 1726 a Justice of the Peace for Sussex County, and Member of the 
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and Agent for the public" to receive bonds from the Trus- 
tees of the General Loan Office of New Castle County for 
duly emitting bills of credit of the Government for £10,000. 
And by Acts of Assembly passed October 31, 1761, and No- 
vember 2, 1762,* the Trustees of the same Office were re- 
quired to enter into bond in the sums of £5000 and £6000 
respectively, " in the names of William Till and John Finney, 
Esquires," for the proper use of certain moneys granted the 
Government by Parliament. Mr. Finney and his nephew 
Thomas McKeanf were among the signers, in the Lower 
Counties, of the "Proclamation" of King George IIL in 1761.:]: 
During the same year we find his name appended to a recom- 
mendation of a fellow-townsman to Governor Hamilton for 
the position of Clerk of the Market at New Castle, in which, 
also, he was joined by Mr. McKean, and by David and Archi- 
bald Pinney.§ On the 31st of October, 1764, he was consti- 

Assembly of the Lower Counties ; appointed, October 23, 1736, Chief-Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the Lower Counties, and April 5, 1743, Third 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the Province of Pennsylvania ; December 14, 
1741, a Member, and in 1756 President pro tern, of the Provincial Council 
of Pennsylvania; Mayor of Philadelphia in 1742; December 9, 1748, Pro- 
thonotary of the Court of Common Pleas for New Castle County ; and from 
May 23, 1748, until his death, April 13, 1766, Collector of the Port of New 
Castle. A daughter of Mr. Till m. Andrew Hamilton, the younger, of Penn- 
sylvania; and his son Thomas Till m. Gertrude Eoss, sister of Ann Catha- 
rine Tloss, first wife of John Yeates, of New Castle. 

* Laws of Delaware, vol. i. chap. 174, a. and chap. 178, a. 

t Son of John Finney's sister Lsetitia and her husband William McKean, 
a, native of Ireland, who, with his mother Susanna McKean, settled on a 
farm in the vicinity of Thunder Hill. He was a Signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, President of Congress, and Chief-Justice and Governor of 
Pennsylvania. His grandson, the late Hon. Thomas McKean Pettit, m. 
Sarah Barry, daughter of Commodore Eichard Dale by his wife Dorothy, 
daughter of Jonathan and Mary (Keen) Crathorne, elsewhere spoken of. 

I Pennsylvania Archives, vol. iv. pp. 38-9. 

§ Ibid., p. 53. Archibald Finney was, probably, of the family of Dr. 
Finney. He was commissioned April 24, 1758, Ensign in the first of the 
three Companies of Militia equipped, as stated, by Colonel Finney, and was 
promoted, June 16, to the rank of Second Lieutenant. A person of this 
name petitioned the Orphans' Court of Chester County, Pa., in 1769, to 
appoint a guardian for Elizabeth Finney, minor, when "her uncle," Walter 
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tuted one of the original Trustees of 'Sew Castle Common, a 
tract of land comprising a thousand and sixty-eight acres, 
surveyed to the inhabitants of New Castle in 1704, in pursu- 
ance of a warrant from William Penn, but by degrees appro- 
priated and partially inclosed by persons who owned con- 
tiguous ground. The charter is confirmed by Thomas and 
Eichard Penn to "John Pinney, Eichard Mc William,* 
David Pinney, Thomas McKean, George Eead, and George 
Monro, Esquires, John Van Gezel, Zachariah Van Leuvenigh, 
Slator Clay, John Yeates, Nathaniel Silsbee, Daniel McLonen, 
and Eobert Morrison, Gentlemen, thirteen of the present 
Inhabitants of the Town of New Castle." Among the public 
positions held by Doctor Pinney was that of Naval OjKcer 
for the Port and District of New Castle. This he resigned in 
1773, a few months before his death. During the earlier 
period of his residence in New Castle he lived in a house on 
Pront or Water Street, facing the river, with grounds extend- 
ing backward to the Green ; afterwards, however, he removed 
to a mansion bought by him in 1738, on the north corner of 
Wood (now Delaware) and Beaver (now Vine) Streets, pur- 
chased in 1832 by Major John Moody.f Mr. Pinney's first 
wife, Elizabeth Prench, died about 1740 ; and Mr. Pinney mar- 
ried, secondly, Sarah Eichardson,:]: who died not long before 

Finney (brother of Doctor Finney's son-in-law John Finney), was assigned 
the charge. 

* Mr. McWilliam was Captain of the New Castle Company of Militia 
in 1756, of which Nathaniel Silsbee was Lieutenant, and Zachariah "Van 
Leuvenigh Ensign. He was Eecorder of Deeds, and Trustee of the General 
Loan OfBce, for the County of New Castle (and for many years a Judge of 
the Supreme Court of the Lower Counties), succeeding John Vining, in 1773, 
as Chief-Justice. Most of the Trustees of the Common are elsewhere men- 
tioned. 

t Some time Sheriff of New Castle County, son of Capt. William Moody, 
of the Delaware Battalion of the Flying Camp of 1776. He m. Lucinda 
Catharine, daughter of George Melin, a native of Sweden, who took up his 
abode in Southwark, Philadelphia County, by his wife Christiana, daughter 
of George and Judith (Hanson) Lindmeyer, of Southwark, whose niece, 
Lucinda Ann Hutton, became the second wife of Joseph Swift Keen. 

X Sister of Joseph Eichardson, a merchant of Philadelphia, and of 
Bobert Bichardson, of New Castle County, of Bichard Bichardson, Mrs. 
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her husband, leaving no issue. Doctor Pinney died March- 
April, 1774, devising the bulk of his estate to his son David, 
the house where he then dwelt to his two daughters, and to his 
" brother Eobert Finney* all his medicines and what books 
of physick and surgery he desired, also his chirurgical in- 
struments." His death was made the subject of an elegy 
by his friend John Parke, afterwards an oifieer in the Army 
of the Revolution, "addressed to the Honorable David Fin- 
ney, Esquire, one of the Supreme Judges of the State of 
Delaware :"t 

" Once more, Urania, breathe the plaintive lore, 

Inspire my bosom with thine hallow'd flame, 
'Tis wisdom, justice, virtue, I deplore. 

Sacred to thee and to eternal fame. 
I weep the good old man, whose hoary hairs 

Now peaceful rest beneath the mould'ring ground. 

) 

What now avails thy ^Esculapean skill, 

Thy drugs and nostrums or catholicon t 
The destinies depend not on thy will ; 

Thy days are fix'd, thy healing influence gone. 
Could strictest piety o'ercome the grave. 

Or shield from death thy venerable head ; 
Could virtue from the tyrant's fury save, 

Thou still had'st liv'd, nor had we mourn'd thee dead." 

Doctor John and Elizabeth Finney had at least four chil- 
dren : 

161. David, m. Ann Thompson. 

162. Egbert, d. s. p. in 1771. 



Susannah Bayard and Mrs. Hannah Gray. Her son John Finney d. Jan- 
uary 19, 1753, aged 4 years and 2 months. He is buried with three brothers, 
" who died in infancy," within a brick enclosure in the Quaker Burying- 
Ground in New Castle. 

* Doctor Eobert Finney, of Thunder Hill, to whom his parents, Eobert and 
Dorothy Finney, conveyed all their property by deed of gift, February 2, 
1744-5. He appointed his nephew David Finney, of New Castle, one of 
the executors of his will. 

t Printed in the volume already referred to (The Pennsylvania Maga- 
zine, vol. iii. p. 221, foot-note) as containing some poems written by Mrs. 
Elizabeth Finney's brother, David French. 
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163. Elizabeth, " of the Town of New Castle, spiDSter," May 30, 1788, 

when she parted with her interest in her father's house on Wood 
and Beaver Streets to her brother-in-law John Finney. 

164. Anna Dokothba, b. in 1735 ; m. John Finney. 

53. Mary French,^ daughter of Robert and Mary (Sande- 
lands) Frencli, was born at New Castle on the Delaware. 
She married James Gardner, " husbandman" and "gentle- 
man," born about 1700, and resided in Dover Hundred, in 
Kent County on Delaware. Mrs. Gardner died before her 
husband, who lived till August or September, 1773. His 
will contains bequests of land in Kent County, and of a tract 
in " Connecochque" in Cumberland County, Pa. (the latter 
devised to James Gardner, son of his " kinsman John Gard- 
ner, of the Forks of Brandy wine," Pa.), also of £20 " to the 
Reverend Mr. John McCann, of White Clay Creek Hundred 
in K"ew Castle County," and £100 " to the Trustees of the 
Newark Academy in the County of New Castle.' The ex- 
ecutors appointed in the instrument were his "respected 
friends," George Read, of New Castle,* and William Killen, 
of Kent County.f Mr. and Mrs. Gardner left two children : 

165. Anne, m. James McMullan. 

166. Martha, m. 'William Kees, Ensign of one of the Associated Compa- 

nies of Kent County in 1747-8. Letters of administration on his 
estate were granted to Mrs. Eees and James McMullan Gardner, 
June 17, 1784. Letters on the estate of Mrs. Eees were granted 
to Capt. Thomas Skillington, July 30, 1785. 

55. Anne Sandelanbs,* damghter of Jonas and Mary (Tay- 
lor) Sandelands, was born at Upland. She married (Register 

* The distinguished Signer of the Declaration of Independence, at this 
time Attorney-General of the Three Lower Counties. He became the second 
husband of Gertrude Koss, widow of Thomas Till, sister of Ann Catharine 
Teates, and had a son William, who married a descendant of Joran Kyn, 
hereafter mentioned. 

t A gentleman whose history is thus recorded on his tombstone in the 
Presbyterian Churchyard at Dover, Delaware : " He was born in Ireland 
A. D. 1722 ; landed in America A. D. 1737 ; was first Chief-Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Delaware under her Constitution adopted A. D. 1776, 
and until the adoption of her second Constitution A. D. 1792 ; and then 
Chancellor of Delaware until he resigned this oflSce A. D. 1802. Died 
October 5th, 1807, aged 85 years." 
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of St. Paul's Church, Chester) May 13, 1731, Richard Magee, 
whom she survived, letters of administration on his estate 
being granted June 22, 1736. She afterwards married Rich- 
ard Venables, and died before October, 1752. 

By her first husband, Richard Magee, she had two chil- 
dren: 

167. Mart, m. Thomas Paine, with whom she resided in Exeter Township, 
Berks County, Pa., in 1762, and from 1773 to 1786 in Amity 
Township, in the same county, during which period she parted with 
her interest in the estates of her deceased uncle David and aunt 
Rebecca Sandelands in Chester. 

168: Susannah, m. (license dated December 27, 1762) Elias Sheppard 
with whom she lived in 1763 in Philadelphia, and in 1774 in Pair- 
field Township, Cumberland Co., N. J. She also sold her interest 
in lands in Chester. 

By her second husband, Richard Venables, she had one 
child : 

169. Elizabeth, m. Obadiah Caruthers, with whom she dwelt in 1769 in 
Greenwich Township, Cumberland Co., N. J., and in 1774 in Pitts- 
grove Township, County Salem. Like her sisters, she parted with 
her portion of the Sandelands estates in Chester. 

56. Mary Sandelands,* daughter of Jonas and Mary (Tay- 
lor) Sandelands, was born at Upland, and married (by May, 
1734) James Claxton, who, at that time, resided in Chester, 
but removed, a few years afterwards, to Philadelphia. Here 
Mrs. Claxton died, and was buried in Christ Church G-round, 
August 1, 1750. Mr. Claxton survived his wife, and from 
1756 to 1763 kept an " old inn* known by the name of the 
Three Tons, in Chestnut Street," on the south side, below 
Second Street, in our city. His name appears in the list of 
subscribers to the fund for building St. Peter's Church in 
Philadelphia. He died in Chester, and letters of administra- 
tion on his estate were granted to his son in-law, Richard 
Sewell, and his daughter, Elizabeth Claxton, May 26, 1778. 
Issue : 

* So styled, even at that time, in the advertisement inserted in The Penn- 
sylvania Gazette by Claxton's successor, Joseph Yates. 
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170. James, bapt. in Christ Church, Philadelphia, January 5, 1739-40, 

aged one year ; bur. in Christ Church Ground, January 18, 1739-40. 

171. Anne, m. (Register of Christ Church, Philadelphia) September 15, 

1764, Richard Sewell. They were still living in Chester Township, 
in April, 1785. 

172. Janb, m. Ebenezer Massey. 

173. Mart, living in Chester Township in 1785, in 1797 a resident of 

Philadelphia, still num. in 1805. 

174. Elizabeth, ditto. 

58. Sarah Sandelands,* daughter of Jonas and Mary 
(Taylor) Sandelands, was born at Upland, and married Oliver 
Thomas, of that place. Letters of administration on Mr. 
Thomas's estate were granted August 17, 1770, and on the 
estate of Mrs. Thomas, January 12, 1787. Children: 

175. Margaret, m. James Hogan, of Chester Township, where they were 

living in August, 1796. 

176. David, who still lived in Chester in 1797. 

177. Anne, m. Henvis. 

62. James Keen," eldest son of John and Susannah (Steel- 
man) Keen, was born in Oxford Township, Philadelphia Co., 
Pa. He married Mercy, daughter of Joseph Ashton, of 
Lower Dublin Township,* eldest son of Joseph and Jane 
Ashton, of Dublin Township, bom December 28, 1711. Mrs. 
Keen survived her husband, letters of administration on 
whose estate were granted to her December 4, 1742, and 
married, secondly (Register of Trinity Church, Oxford), 
March 29, 1745, Isaac Willard. She died before 1760. Mr. 
Keen had two children: 

178. John, b. March 4, 1738-9. Witi his brother James, he inherited 

from his grandfather joint propriety in sixty acres of land in Oxford 
Township, intersected by the Bristol Turnpike, but parted with his 
interest in it in April, 1762, when he resided in Lower Dublin 
Township. Afterwards he removed to the Northern Liberties, 
where he lived till September, 1782, when he purchased an estate 



* A Vestryman of Trinity Church, Oxford, Philadelphia Co., to which 
parish his father made some bequests. The latter owned eight hundred 
acres of land in Dublin Township, and was one of the signers of the " Re- 
monstrance" addressed to Gov. Markham, subscribed by Matthias and Erick 
Keen, mentioned in The Pennsylvania Magazine, vol. iii. p. 468. 
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devised by his grandfather to his uncle Jacob Keen, comprising 
about a hundred acres of land to the northeast of the former tract, 
known subsequently, from the peculiarity of its boundary fence, as 
"the stone-post farm." Here he took up his abode about this time, 
and continued to dwell, engaged in agricultural pursuits, the rest 
of his life. In 1794 he was chosen one of the Trustees of the Lower 
Dublin Academy, chartered tliat year, of which corporation his first 
wife's uncle, Edward Duffield, the noted clockmaker of Philadel- 
phia, and executor of Franklin's will, was president. lie m., 1st 
(Register of Trinity Church, Oxford), May 6, 1762, Sarah, daughter 
of Dr. Samuel Swift, "a physician of much skill and prudence," 
according to his contemporaries, and "one of the first who resided 
in Moreland,"* for thirty years Vestryman and Warden of Triuity 
Ciurch.t Her mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph DufBeld, 
of "Benfield," on the Manor of Moreland.J Mrs. Keen was b. 
November 28, 1743; and d. September 6, 1782. Mr. Keen m., 
2dly, in 1785, Mary, daughter of Joseph Hall,? by his wife Mary 

* So spoken of in Dr. Joseph 0. Martindale's History of Byherry and 
Moreland, p. 220. He d. November 20, 1784, aged 73 years. His grand- 
father, John S'wift, is referred to in a former foot-note (The Pennsylvania 
Magazinb, vol. ii. pp. 446-7). For some account of the latter, see Gen. W. 
W. H. Davis's History of the Hart Family, pp. 24 et seq., and History of 
Bucks County, pp. 96, 194, and 197-8. Besides serving, as before stated, 
for nearly forty years, as Member of the General Assembly of our Province, 
he was for some time a Justice of the Peace for Philadelphia County. Mr. 
Thomas Balch, in Letters and Papers relating chiefly to the Provincial 
History of Pennsylvania, confounds him with the father of John and Joseph 
Swift, of Philadelphia, mentioned hereafter in this genealogy. 

t For several references to him in this connection see the Rev. Dr. Edward 
Y. Buchanan's Historical Sketch of the Parish of Trinity Church, Oxford. 

X For some account of her family see The Pennsylvania Magazine, vol. 
ii. p. 61, foot-note, and vol. iii. p. 323 ; also Memorial of Thomas Potts, 
Junior, by Mrs. Thomas Potts James (Cambridge, 1874), and John Neill, 
of Lewes, Delaware, 1739, and his Descendants (Philadelphia, 187.'J). 

I Son of Joseph Hall, "of Oxford Township, maltster," a Warden of 
Trinity Church, Oxford, in 1721, second son of Jacob Hall, " of Takonee, 
gentleman." Mr. Hall's mother was Eebecca, daughter of Thomas Eutter 
and his wife Rebecca Staples (for whom see John Neill and his Descent 
dants). His sister Susannah m. John Rush, of Byberry, and became the 
mother of Dr. Benjamin Rush, the distinguished physician of our city, and 
Signer of the Declaration of Independence ; and his sister Sarah m. the Rev. 
Samuel Finley, D.D., for several years President of the College of New 
Jersey, and was great-grandmother to the late Dr. Samuel Finley Breesa 
Morse, the inventor of the electro-magnetic telegraph. Two of Mrs. Finley'a 
posterity are married to descendants of Jonathan and Mary (Keen) Crathorne. 
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Fisher,* b. September 29, 1742, who had survived two husbands, 
Jacob Laughlin (a Delegate from Philadelphia County to the Pro- 
vincial Convention of 1775) and Simeon Cornell, both of Lower 
Dublin Township.t Mrs. Keen d. in Oxford Township, February 
14, 1816. Mr. Keen d. in Oxford Township, May 17, 1808. In his 
youth he had been a Vestryman of Trinity Church, Oxford, but he 
lies buried with his wives in the Fennipack Baptist Churchyard. 
The following obituary notice of Mr. Keen appears in The Free- 
man's Journal, May 30, 1808, and in Paulson's American Daily 
Advertiser, of the day after: "Died, at his farm, in the County of 
Philadelphia, on the 17th inst., deeply lamented by his relatives 
and friends, Mr. John Keen, in the 70th year of his age. He was 
an affectionate husband and father, and a kind and social neigh- 
bour. During his long and painful illness a Christian fortitude 
and pious resignation were strongly evinced. The long train of 
friends and acquaintances, who followed his remains to the grave, 
manifest the esteem in which he was held." He left issue by hia 
first wife.J 
179. James, b. June 1, 1740. He was still living in April, 1762. 

63. Mary Keen/ daughter of John and Susannah (Steel- 
man) Keen, was born in Oxford Township, Philadelphia Co., 
Pa. She married Toby Leech, of Oxford Township, eldest 
son of Toby and Hannah Leech, of Cheltenham Township, 
Philadelphia Co., and eldest grandson of Toby and Hester 
Leech, of Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, England, who came 
to America in 1682, and settled in Cheltenham Township, 
on a tract of land indicated on Holme's Map of Pennsylvania.§ 
Mr. Leech survived his wife and married again. Letters of 

* Daughter of Joseph Fisher by his wife Mary Swift, daughter of John 
and Frances Swift, and great-aunt of Mrs. Sarah (Swift) Keen. 

t Miss Hall was m. to Mr. Laughlin January 20, 1763. He d. in August, 
1781. Her second husband, Mr. Cornell, d. in 1784. 

J I am indebted for several facts concerning this portion of the family to 
the politeness of their grandson, John Forster Keen, Esq., of this city. 

2 Both Mr. Leech's father and grandfather signed the " Remonstrance," 
addressed to Gov. Markham, March 12, 1G9C-7, recently referred to. The 
latter was a Member of the Assembly of Pennsylvania, from Philadelphia 
County, with Mrs. Leech's grandfather, Matthias Keen, in 1713-14, and for 
some years afterwards. In his will he describes himself as " Gentleman," 
bequeathing several houses, a corn mill, and about 3000 acres of land in 
Philadelphia, Chester, and New Castle Counties. He was a Vestryman of 
Trinity Church, Oxford, and lies buried in the adjoining cemetery, the 
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administration on his estate were granted to his widow 
Hannah Leech, April 16, 1751, the latter afterwards marry- 
ing Thomas Kenton, of Philadelphia County. Mary Leech 
had four children: 

180. Susannah, b. in 1738. She m. (Eegister of Trinity Church, Oxford), 

December 29, 1762, Benjamin Cottman, of Lower Dublin Township, 
Philadelphia Co., eldest son of Benjamin and Frances Cottman, 
who came from Stepney Parish, Somerset Co., Md., to Oxford 
Township in 1745. They d. in Lower Dublin Township, and are 
bur. in Trinity Churchyard, Oxford, their tombstone bearing the 
following inscription : " Benjamin Cottman. Died September 7, 
1812, in the 75th year of his age. He was long the steady friend 
and supporter of this Church, and for the last forty-seven years 
alternately a Vestryman and Warden.* Susanna Cottman, his 
wife. Died July 6, 1814, in the 76th year of her age. Their hap- 
piness consisted in a religious and domestic life, and in possessing 
the esteem of their neighbours. Their afflictions in witnessing a 
promising family of sons and danghtersf precede them to the grave." 

181. Tobias, b. in 1741. Described in 1766 "of Oxford Township, cooper." 

182. Benjamin, b. in 1743. Described in 1766 "of Germantown, tanner." 

183. Hannah, b. in 1744. She m. (license granted May 7, 1765) Thomas 

WaggstaiF, " of Philadelphia, carpenter." 

inscription on his tombstone, and reference to his connection with the parish, 
appearing in the Rev. Dr. Buchanan's Historical Sketch, already cited. 
Mr. Leech's uncle, Thomas Leech, represented Philadelphia County in the 
General Assembly for nearly thirty years, being chosen Speaker in 1758 
" in room of Isaac Norris, who fell sick." He was long a Vestryman and 
Warden of Christ Church, and was a Trustee of the College and Academy 
of Philadelphia from their foundation until his death in 1762. 

* For mention of him in this connection see the Eev. Dr. Buchanan's 
Historical Sketch. 

t In all nine children, buried in the same Churchyard, side by side, with 
separate tombstones. One of the number, only, has left descendants, 
Eebecca Cottman, m. to Joseph Thomas, nephew of Margaret and Hannah 
Thomas, wives, respectively, of her uncles Matthias and Elias Keen. 
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